CHAPTER V
THE YORKISTS

Edward V. :      1483
Richard III. :   1483-1485

BY BATTLE THE Yorkists gained the crown ; in battle it was wrested from
them. On 4th March 1461 the Londoners thronged to Westminster Hall
to hear Edward of York with his own mouth declare his title to the throne.
On the previous day a Yorkist council had deposed Henry VI. on the ground
that he had violated the parliamentary settlement of the succession laid down
after the Yorkist victory at Northampton ; and it was agreed that under the
same settlement Edward as the heir of Richard of York, slain so lately at Wake-
field, was entitled to succeed to the throne. In the first parliament of the reign
(November) his position was made doubly sure by the declaration that the
Lancastrian monarchs were usurpers and " pretensed kings." It was a parlia-
mentary recognition of the Yorkist theory of indefeasible hereditary right.
Edward claimed that his father was descended from Edward III. through both
parents : the Lancastrians, on the other hand, were descended through one
parent, John of Gaunt, who was younger than Lionel of Clarence from whom
Richard of York's mother was descended. It was a useful argument in
that it hid the dynastic ambitions of the Yorkists. Edward IV. was crowned
on 28th June ; and in the coronation honours were dukedoms for his two
brothers, George and Richard.1

Edward IV. looked every inch a king. We are told that he wias " very tall
of personage, exceeding the stature of almost all other men, of comely visage,
pleasant look, broad-chested ; " and his ready wit and easy manners won him
the love of his subjects. He was not a great general, but, as Commines observed,
" he was of an invincible courage," and he could truthfully boast that he never
lost a battle. He loved the good things in life and was " given to bodily lust ; "
and it was to be his fate that over-indulgence should hasten him to the grave
when in the prime of his life. Rich London citizens hid their wives when they

1 George -was created Duke of Clarence : he married Isabella Nevil, daughter of Richard Nevil,
Earl of Warwick, the Kingmaker. Richard was created Duke of Gloucester : he married Anne Nevil,
Isabella's sister, whose first husband was Henry VI. 's son, Edward, slain at Tewkesbury.
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